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O6Driscoll Origins

In the 8" Century BC, the Erainn or Iverni (hence the word Hibernia) tribe settled
in southwest Cork. They were descended from the Continental (European) Celts, who
had migratedo Britain and then on to south west Cork, Ireland.

A study of early Irish genealogical tracts shows that the Erainn were distinguished
from other septsdbeing descendddr om cert ain Adivined ancestor
(O6Driscoll) and Bolg. The OODr i(CGabesyl | s i s on
region)septs.

Few, if any, families have been as continuously associated with this part of
Ireland, theterrar y of their origin, as the O6Driscol
south Kerry to the south west of Cork, notably Carbery, Beare and Bantry.

Throughout the centuries they were driven southwards and westwards by other
rival «c¢l ans, diansiThey findlhasettleg in thehneariti@é disuidts
around Baltimore, on the coast of south west Cork. The clan held several strong castles,
down to the 1% century.
William Casey a Skibbereen historian and genealogishned the following in his pap
o0 nAughadown Housg

AFrom anci ent t @& roledsmuchlioféeVesdGorkr Over the | |
centuries the OO0Driscollsd power and | and wa
suchasth® 6 Mahonybe OB DPDohbeaMcCarthiyvanasd Bhet D
14068 t he f i ef d o riswasfredicédao a®arda bardsringbloth sides of the
llen River. This included Collybeg, an area on the west side of the llen River, which
roughly equates to the civil parish of AughadoWwne east sides called Collymore.
Despite the loss of territory, the 1480 wer e good for the O6Driscol
revenue by the selling of fishing rights in Roavilager Bay. This prosperity coincided
with a building boom whi bdastléesand thefdaegdn a number
Sherkin Island. Collybeg appears to have bee
Rincoliskey.
The1l50866 saw a turn in fort ujnhesondusianofalorg OO Dr i s cC
feud with the city of Waterforthrought disaster. In revenge for the looting of a

Portuguese ship bound for Waterford, the men
and, using cannon, they damaged or destroyed many important buildings including the
O6Driscoll h e a d qDuana Sead the fartof jeBeds) t | mor e

However, the greatest challenge facing the C

Ireland, was the growing influence of the Tudor monarchs over Ireland. Wishing to

control Ireland and to introduce English laws andtouss, the English devised the policy

of Osurrender and regrantd. Under this syste
and titles held under Irish law and in return were granted back their lands and given

English titles. Thereaftethey would bdound by English law. In 1573 the new

O6Driscoll chieftain, Fineen, took up the En
O6Driscoll. He is commonly remembered by his
For those who chose to resist English rule, the punishments wesie. A clear example

of this was the policy adopted by the English after the failed Desmond rebellion of the

158s. The | ands of the Earl of Desmond and hi



Kinalmeaky were confiscated and given to English colonisite fiew landowners

undertook to settle or o6plantd English on th
supplant the native Il rish with English sett]
During the Desmond rebellion telEaglisB@ir i scol | s

their position was relatively secure. However, this would not continue.

The demise of their territorial power occurred at the end of the Elizabétismn
wars, which resulted in the Irish defeat at Kinsald601 The OO6Dr isscol | cl art
were passed over to Lord Castlehaven by the victors.

Later in the article it states in part;

iln 1601 a Spanish fleet | anded in West C
rebel l i on. I't appears the per stiomebél. i ncl i nat i
However, with a Spanish garrison stationed a
with the urging of his family and his neighb

local Irish chieftains in rebellion. The defeat of the Irish andraforces in the Battle

of Kinsale had an immediate and disastrous impact on the local chieftains. The English,

under George Carew, brutally suppressed the rebellion in West Cork and the lands of the
rebels were confi scat e dedapesondl pardén, mueneoh OO Dr i s
the OO0ODriscoll sdéo power and | and were | ost fo
ended up in the possession of a Cork merchant and land speculator named Walter

Coppinger, who in turn rented parts of it to English sedtle

The | and confiscations in West Cork opened u

It appears that Fineen OO6Driscoll was for
land that was not surrendered following the loss of the Battle of Kinsale. Fineen was not
able to abide bthe mortgage terms or repay tthebt;consequently the mortgagee;
Walter Coppingeand othergonfiscated the mortgaged lands, dispossessing the native
incumbents.

Over the centuries the dispossessed gianed much notoriety for theiirpcy
exploits around the port of Baltimorand beyond.
In another article by WillamCaseg nt i t | ed the #AFinn Family His

AThe parish of Aughadown forms part of th
clan, whose headquarterswast Bal ti more. The power and the
reached their height during the 1and 16" centuries when they sold fishing rights to
Spanish and otheZontinental fishing boats, to the rich fishing grounds off\WestCork
coast. They suived and prospered during the turmoil of sixteenth century Ireland by
remaining on friendly terms with the English despite disputes with the rulers of
Waterford City and accusations of piracy made against them by English officials. The
dawn ofthesevente¢ h cent ury saw a dramatic G hange of
They sided with the Spanish against the English during the Battle of Kinsale in 1601. The
defeat of the Irish and Spanish armies broke forever the power of the Irish chieftains of
West Cok. Over the following decadéise ownership of the land of West Cork fell into
the hands of English Adventurers and Planters who differed from the native Irish, not
only in race, but also in religion. Despite the passage of centuries, the gap between the
new Anglalrish landowner and their native Irish tenants would never be bridged.



Name

The name O6Driscoll i's a compmeamng Gael i c
betweeror intervening an intermediargr aigo betweeand @A Sgeal 60, a state
stoy. Combined they read I dhir Sgeal or OO6Dri
fidescended from the interpretero.

Motto

The OO6Dr i scolist ADYERSEIE IMMERSABI K UNDIS.
The English equivalens: UNCONQUERED IN STORMY WATERS
Sometimeas:IT IS BETTER TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE (see Charity below)

Blazon of Arms and Crest

Blazon of Arms:Argent, an ancient galley, sails furled sable (black)
Translation:/Argent (white) denotes Peace and Sincerity. The galley is symbolic of
Venture to foreign lands. The sable furkalssignify Constancy.

Crest A cormorantproper

Translation The cormorant is the emblem of Charity

Background

The hisbry of the family in Western Australia is well known and documented.
However the history in Ireland is another thing. Fortunately familyidodkwas strong,
many stories were handed down through the generatimhsding their hometown
domicile in Irelaml. Skibbereer{An Sciobairin- little boat harbourjvas the name of this
town, situatedn the far south west of County Coikeland inland from Baltimore, on
the llen River

The roots of the anglicized word llen, goes back hemvirish was widely sp&h
It was calledAn Eibhle,which means a spark or to sparklée female namgibhlin
(Eileen) is a diminutive oEibhle.In other words llen was the sparkling river.

Unfortunatelyfor the researcher t hi s i s the area of Ilrelar
emanate fromhavingcontinuously lived in this regiofor a few thousand yeand
being one of the first Celtic families to occupy and territorialize this part of Cork.

My Great Grandfather, Jeremiah Driscoll andwiife, CatheringneeCarey,
were tle ones to leave Irelarathd make a new beginninat Grass Valleyin the Swan
River Colony, as it was then called, in Western Australia.

Jeremiah was born in or around Skibbereen, just prior to the great potato famine
of 1845 to 1850Skibbereen was prably the worst affected area of Ireland, losing
proportionally more of its population than anywhere else in Ireland. It is a testament to
his parents and probably his extended family that he survived this ordeal.

From Jeremi ahos @abetolascertairhisa f enaneeb.8, we ar
They were Timothy Driscoll and Mary Driscoll. With this informatidmvas able to



contact the Skibbereen Heritage Centvieo hasaccess to the parochial (parish) records
of all the parishes around Skibbereen. Thly &anown facts were:

1) We knew the parefd names were Timothy Driscoll and Mgmngaiden name)
Driscoll. They must have been very distantly reldtedelated for church
authorities to allow them to be married.

2) The death certificate rec#¢hat his birth pace was Loch Hoyne. This is
actually Loch Hynea sea loch just south of Skibbereen, close to the coastal
port of Baltimore.

3) By means affiage at death deductiarwe know that Jeremiah was born
around 1835/6.

4) We know he had a younger sister, Johannalese/arrivalpreceded Jeremiah
to Western Australia in 186&imilarly, by age at death deduction, we
calculated that she was born about4B4Johannah married James
McClymans (Lymant) Convict # 327WUpon the unregistered death of James
McClymans in 1880Johannalemarried Obediah Edom Hitchcock tre
17.11.188at York WA.

With these known details the Skibbereen Heritage Centre pinpointed the church
where these two childrgderemiah and Johannaké¢re baptizepthe church beingst
Pat r i c k 6,SkibBeseerie ti®oman Catholiparish of Creagh. It also
corroborated known factand yielded fresh informatiom regardstd er e mi ah 6 s
siblings. These christening records show the following names and dates, Jeremiah
(20.12.1836), twins Bets andli&u(20.07.1837)Mary (07.08.1842)Johannah
(01.01.1845), Jane (13.06.1847) and Timothy (25.03.1850). Some of these records are
notated BT, which stands for BridgetovBridgetown forms part of the town of
Skibbereen, and is at odds with the Lgloyne Hy ne entry on Jer emi ahos
certificate.

St . Patrickdés Cathedral Skibbereen

The Eureka Moment:

I n Il ate July 2010, Colin Ferguson the f ac
advisedrellow subscribers, that the ckiening records for County Cork parishes were
available for researabnline (www.irishgenealogy.i¢. Upon checking these records

another two christening records have come to light. Firstly Michael, son otilymo
Driscoll and Mary, nee Driscoll d?oundlickwas christened 019.09.1852, the sponsors


http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/

being Timothy Regan and Ellen McCarthy with the reference P4774.00567. The second
record is for Patrick, but reverting to the usual addigisen as Upper Bridgeten.

Patrick

was

christened
being Timothy Driscoll and Mary Hegarty, with the reference4i.00581.

on

18. 03.

1855

Poundlick the townlandis the missing link that | have been searchinglfos.the

townland that

hi s

branch

of

t he

O6Dri scol

| 6s

at

St .

emanat

By December 2011 the Irish genealogy data base had been extended and a more

refi

ned

sear

c h

capabi

ity

added.

Importantly the oldest sibling was iddred. In my previous papefi T h e

t he

di scovery

of

Bi

Billing was christened & t .

Thi s

di scovery

' 1'ing

Patrickos

gi ves

called Billing, to confornto the naming pattern.
Another sibling was also discovered. Catherine wasiime. She slots in the
family between, twin Julia and Mary. Catherine was christened on flefZecember
1839. All told Timothy and Mary had eleven childreho were christened at St.
Patrickos.

First name

Bapdt

Sponser 1

ri se

Sponsor 2

Billing
Jeremiah
Bets

Julia
Catherine
Mary
Johannah
Jane
Timothy
Michael
Patrick

01.02.1835
20.12.1836
20.07.1837
20.07.1837
22.12.1839
07.08.1842
01.01.1845
13.06.1847
25.03.1850
19.09.8B52

18.03.1855

and Stakie families.

Paddy Savag&llen Geany
Mick McCarthy Kate Driscoll
Denis Taylor Elis Starkie

R Starkie
Daniel McCarthy Catherine Brien N/R
Margt Gilberton N/R
Dudly Driscoll Margt Gibson N/R
Timy Driscoll Margt McCartlg N/R
Denis Regan Mary McCarthy N/R

Mick Brien

Jul

i a

Address

t o

Two

Jer emi

fact

Reference

N/R

N/R

N/R

p4774.00449
p4774.00462
p4774.00468
O06 Do n o pdd74.00M68 R
p4774.00484
p4774.00505
p4774.00524
p 4774.00543
p4774.00556

Timy Regan Ellen McCarthy Poundlick p4774.00567

Timy Driscoll Mary Hegarty Upper
Bridgetown
The listof Sponsors above, give us a little insight into some of the families that
may be related to ours. Some of course, will merely be friends. The families that are
over represented, which may be directly related e

t he

p4774.00581

Mc Cart hyods,

mor e O
O6Driscol
V ahad teegriaed that there was a missing male as the first bornTdd.
Driscol |,

| 6

ahoés o
Cat hl'efdebaubry 1835k i bber e ¢
t he

t hat

It is probable that we can not unearth any further records from this period and are
forced to construct rational inferences from the known facts. To do this we must make
some broad educated guesses in order to build up a picture. | think#ve found the

correct death entry for our Patriarch, Timothy, which places his birth at 1799. Also |

make the following assumptions
1) Mary, his wife would be younger than Timothy. Many men during this period
delayed or deferred marriage simply beeat®y did not have enough
resources to support a famiuring this time they would try and build up
their asset and experience hasspecially as the Irish typically had large
families and security of the family unit was paramount.

f

C
<

T

Brie



2) In the broad commuty there is a small chance that women conceive after
say, their 41 birthday (+ ori 3 years). Let us assume that Timothy and
Maryods | ast chil d, P 3yeariwhidhwasind854,0oncei ve
with the birth in 1855. If this was the case thert, pl aces Maryds bir
1813 (18101816).

To test these assumptions, | etds see iIf t
No Test Year Timothy Mary
1. Age at Marriage 1834 35 21
2. Age at First born 1835 36 22
3 Age at | ast c1B8%l doés %H6i rth 42
4 Age at Timot 88D s de 81t h 69

These inferences seem quite reasonable. Also from the data we have collected on
the live births, that is to say, the christenings, we can give an informddropimthe
state of health of MaryChildren in this marriage from Billing in 1834 to Patrick in 1855
were born at regular intervals.

No Name Christening Date Elapsed time until next child
1. Billing 01.02.1835 -

2. Jeremiah 20.12.186 22 months
3. Bets 20.07.1837 7 months
4, Julia 20.07.1837 7 months
5. Catherine 22.12.1839 29 months
6. Mary 07.08.1842 31 months
7. Johannah 01.01.1845 28 months
8. Jane 13.06.1847 30 morths
9. Timothy 25.03.1850 33 months
10. Michael 19.09.1852 30 months
11. Patrick 18.03.1855 30 months

't must be remembered that these dates ar
dates. This may account for the short duratiawben Jeremiah and twins, Bets and
Jul i a. It is probably a combmagbathe on of Jer en
premature birth of the twin girls and their prompt christening.

Remarkably the intervals between christenings, is fairly constant. Fremathi
data we can infer that Maryés health, and by
good. This data covered the genine, famine and post famine period. Il health bought
on by poor diet, due to the famine, would surely be reflected in thas ltigives rise to
the theory that Timothy and Mary were good providers. Harping back to a previous
t heme, it probably vindicates Timothyds reti
a sound financial footing-he fertility rate around the faminegrs plummeted, due to
poor nutrition. Some parishésIreland recorded no births in a calendar year.

Some of the prudential measures that Timothy and Mary adopted may have been
as simple as, possessing a house cow, raising poultry and pigs, havisgaugen



extended family, the ability to negotiate better farm leasing terms with a sympathetic

landlord, having offarm income, say from sewing or farm wages, the ability of the older

children, Billing and Jeremiah to earn wages. Probably it is a connaftthese and

ot her measures that proved successful. Robbi
AO6Driscoll and Mc Oéagneddronsfamitydatkilotelyat Jerénsah o r y 0
began his career with the brewerySkibbereen at a very young age, ethappears

corroborative evidence of this assertion.

Before proceeding furthet, is important to understand the concept of the term
townland. Townlands are ancient and traditional localities and as such they are the
smallest unit otivil land area ugkin Ireland. Their areas vary in size from less than ten
acres to several thousand acres. Despite the name, these units do not necessarily contain
towns; indeed some have no occupants at all. There are approximately 64,000 townlands
inlreland, andtheyrae t he most specific fiaddresso usua
Townlands are generally grouped and organized (25 to 30 townlands) into civil parishes.
Within the confines of the townland boundaries could live landowners, sit¢ingnt
farmers / leaeholders, sub leasees, labourers, servants and town folk, amongst others,
along with their respective families. Townland names have been handed down through
the centuries, from medieval times. Some denote geographical landmarks, ancient
ownership or builshg construction, to name a few of these name sources.
Poundlick is a townland about 3 kilometres walk from Upper Bridgetown
(Skibbereen). It was an agricultural area with an area of 362 acres, 3 roods, and 34
perches. A sear ch offl858 reveals@atiTimdthy Driscolsleased | uat i o
holding 1.e) from the landlord Daniel Donovan. Holding 1, in total had an area of 33
acres, 1 rood and 29 perches, which was divided into 5 parts. Timothy leased part e),
which was the fifth part. No acreagecathents were made to the different parts, but it
can be assumed Ti mothyodos apportionment woul d
have a house, office and land attached to this tenant holding, but it appears that the family
lived in Upper Bridgetown ahwalked to their leased property. Residents of Poundlick
probably identified their address as the rural area of Loch Hyne, rather than the urban
district of Skibbereen, even though Loch Hyne was further away. The lease was in the
northern part of the towand of Poundlick, fronting Baltimore Road, and sandwiched
between the townlands of Carrigfadda (An Charraig Fiidtla long rock) to the east
and Licknavar (Leic na bhFeairflagstone of the men, or a meeting place of men on the
flat ground) to the wesBaltimore Road forms part of Highway R 595. The present day
Skibbereen Golf Club, to the west, occupies part of the adjacent townland of Licknavar
and borders Timothy Driscoll s | ease over Po
owned by Daniel Donovanauld have its own sutbwnland name and this would have
been the true address of the property. Poundlick was sectionalized into 12 distinct areas,
with most of these areas broken down into sn
Daniel Donovan, theownefo Ti mot hyés | eased | and, was
having studied in Dublin and Edinburgh. Daniel was born in nearby Rosscarbery in 1808.
According to Eugene DalyobBabtoo&knd Skolblbleorewn,
began his medical career in Skdyeen and was then appointed to the Union Hall
Dispensary after a couple of years. At Union Hall he was greatly involved in the cholera
epidemic of 1832. About 1839 he was appointed to the Skibbereen Dispensary and



1C

subsequently elected the first MedicdfiCer of the new Skibbereen Workhouse. Dr
Donovan or as the |l ocals called him fiDoctor
focus world attention on the plight of Skibbereen and district in the worst years of the
famine of 1847 and 1848. He was one @f tieroic figures, championing his fellow
compatriots in the face of British apathy. T®euthern Eagleewspaper in its"6
October 1877 edition stated;
AWhen we consider what he must have endur
extensive Union on thesold and dreary nightsentering sooty cabins, dens of
pestilence, the inhabitants of which could not procure a candle, and, by the light of a
splinter of bogwood, examining and prescribinge, after a lapse of some years, are
astounded how human natuwas capable of such endurance. But his elastic frame and
constitution of steel were equal to the occasiatrengthened by his indomitable will
and a desire to ameliorate the condition of his fellow creatures in their last sad
extremities. O
ltisourami | yés good fortune that such a sympath
his land to Timothy. Many other leasees had Heedrted, absentee landlords, more
interested in cash returns than the welfare of their contracted charges.
An Englishman, Archibd Stark, who had visited Skibbereen in 1844, returned in
1850, and he graphically described the changes he had seen (in part)
ARéAt one time It was feared that humanity w
Skibbereen. The Rev. John Fitzgerald @Rrish Priest)states that there is war to the
knife, among the landlords, each of whom tries to remove the burden of the poor on his
estate to his neighbours. This was the time of the parish rating system. He takes the roofs
off his houses; there are maoore rates to be paid on these. The outcasts die on the
roadside or wander away and the landlord has gained in the rate reduction. At Tullagh
(around Baltimore), the property of Sir William Beecher, this system has been carried to
an alarming extent. SWilliam lives quietly in Mallow and it is said his agents have
expected the rents to be paid as i f there wa
James Morrogh of Hyde Park, Cork, all the tenants have been turned out except four or
five and a few labours. The most extensive landlord around Skibbereen is the Rev.
Fitzstephen Townsend. He lives constantly in England and those who minister to his
wants have never seen his countenance. Famine, death and emigration have sadly
thinned their lands. Inthetownand of Reen only one far mer i s

Today the northern part of Poundlick has been developed into a residential estate with
houses fronting Baltimore Road from Carrigfadda Road to the Skibbereen Golf Club, and
the adjoining townland of Licknavar. No e of the rural lands or the leased land of

our Patriarch, Timothy Driscoll can be identified these days. For all intents and purposes
Poundlick forms part of the seamless urban expansion of Skibbereen.

Other locations and townlands around Poundlick segr colourful names.

Gortshanecrone (Gort Sheain Chroin), a townl
field of swarthy Seano, whilst Coomnageehy (
transl ates to fiholl ow of the windo.

Poundl i c kdérised flomiihe Gaelg, Leic an Phona, (pronounced Lek on

PhoneAh). Lick is the anglicized version of the Gaelic word Leic and is the name given
to flagstone or slate. Pound is an animal enclosure or a fenced area.
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Dr. DAN DONOVAN
(1808 - 1877)

In Memory Of
" his care and compassion to
the people of Skibbereen
during The Famine years.

Ar dheis De go raibh a anam uasal.

Phot ograph of Doptague atthdeatranc®gate v an 6 s
Abbeystrowry Cemetery and Famine Pit.

In other words it is an area where flagstone is found and animals feroattier
interpretation coul d b &lagsténé was tisedgas pawng,day wi t h i n
for kitchen floors,animal enclosuress a roofing materialr for fencing.

Superi mposed on t hi ssindhisraned adhereditosthe t he OGO Dr
traditional Irish naming pattern. The reoccurrence of Timothy and Jeremiah was prolific.

It becomes almost imgsible to differentiate so many people, with the same name, in the
same area, in the same era, especially as there was no age or parental reference to go on.

Family groups of the Driscoll clan were distinguished from each other by the use
of Apetomame$ot h8 pet names in the Baltimore
A A n d.iKeosving your particular families pet name, goes a long way toward
identifying your close family connections. Unfortunately our family pet name has not
passed down through thergeations.

Traditionally, the whole family helped in the farming processldren and all.

Education was given a low priority by Britaiio the Irish masses. Indeed the Irish
famine struck during this period and the priority even by the Irish wéasnoity survival.

Some documents describe Timothy as a farmer and others as a farm labourer. As
it turns out he was both. He would have intensely farmettaseholdandas well as
drawingan incomeas a laboureprobably on the adjacent lands owneddyyDaniel
Donovan Diversifying like this undoubtedly helped the family survive the potato famine.
Manyfarmers and farm labourers and their families, in similar or worse circumstances
lost their lives to dysentery, fever and starvation. A small perceetagped by
emigration. In 1845 it was recorded that 901 people emigrated from the Port of Baltimore
and a year later that figure had risen to 2122.
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Some researchers have stated that Timothy and Mary Driscoll migrated to
Canada. Timothy is supposedly burieear his farm at Percy Township, County
Northumberland, Ontario. Research has proven that this is not our family and it has no
connection.
Returning to the main story:
Jeremiahdés surviving wif esnfo@antdn¢hei ne woul
death ertificate, andLoch) Hoyne written down by the local Undertaker, W.J.
Purslowe, idHynewith an Irish brogue. Similarly, the place of marriage is recorded as
Castle Townend (in 1868), whereas its proper name is Castletownshend (Baile an
Chaisleairi Caste Town). The castle of the Townshend family still exists centrally in
the town today. Castletownshend is also a coastal town, lying east of Baltimore (Baile an
Tighe Mhoiri Town of the big house), the big house
Castle, (un na Sead), and forming a form of triangle, with Skibbereen as the major
inland centre.
Catherine was the daughter of Patrick Carey and Mary Brien. Catherine was born

in the RC parish of Castlehaven (Gleann Bhearradh&n . Bear chai nés GI en
although her death certificate records it as Skipperin (Skibbereen). They were married at
the St. Barrahaned6s RC church at Castl ehaven

and Mary Carey) house in Lettertinlish. The church at Castlehaven, busd@id about
1 Kilometre west of Castletownshend in the townland of Knockdrum.

St . Barrahaneds Church Castl et owr

The Chapel Yard Cemetery, off High Street, high on the hill overlooking
Skibbereen, is the last resting place of the kiieshCar ey 6s. Ti mot hy Car ey
a brother ofatrick Carey is confirmed to be buried there according to Mrs. Josephine
O 6 B rof Teagumnathe last surviving grand daughter of Timothy Caitis assumed
that Patrick and his wife Mary are also intera¢dhis same locatiomn earlier times a
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Chapel occupied this site. Today the cemetery is the only thingabapies this small
area.

Castlehaven in earlier tim¢s7" century)was the site of atherfi O6 Dr i sc ol |
Castl eo, appr op venedasteThyg castladorhneaddedzasstsatedice h a
position at the mouth of this safe harb¢heiven) The Spanish, briefly aligned with the
Irish(160l)and opposi ng t lelPueBaCastl il gvkich transldtes ed it A
again to the Harbour with the Gles Geographically, Castlehaven is situated between
Castletownshend anctagumna.

The Castle probably belonged to McCarthy Clann Dernod, who controlled a semi
circle of land from Kilcoe north through Caheragh and south again to Shepperton Lakes).
Comnelis Car ey was the brother of Catherine Car
Catherineds younger brot her waCsatholictparishst ened o
of Castlehaven. Catherine Careyo6s christenin
parochial records did not commence until about two years after her birth.

Lettertinlish and Poundlick are approximately the same traveling distance (3 KM)
from Skibbereen, albeit that the former is east (Highway N 71) and the latter south of this
centre. The surname Carey is not as prolific as the name Driscoll, and it seems that the
most probable townland associated with this branch of the Carey line, is Lettertinlish,

nowadays shortened to Letter. Patrick and Ma
in the Griffiths Valuation as | easees, howeyv
townl and, notably Cornelius Carey, who is po

Patrick Careyb6bs occupation was given as |
similartoJerena h6s f ather, Timothy. It seems that (
Careybs were close. Timothy and Mary Driscol

Cornelius Careyo6s chri st eHhillsidegftheoldlibseot t er t i nl i
ringfort castlg.A possible explanation into the closeness of these ties could be that

Ti mot hyds sister, Catherine marr haald i nto the
sisterwhowas Mary Brien who married Patrick Carey, the mother of Catherine Carey,

thesubject otthis paper. On examination the best fitting death entry for Timothy Driscoll

that | could find was for Timothy Driscoll that died on thd' 18 December 1881 at

Ardagh, Tullagh, in the vicinity of Baltimore. He was a marfeuner;aged 82 yes,

making his year of birth around 1799.This description perfectly fits the profile of my

ancestor. The informant for the death was Catherine Brien whose X mark, attests that she

was present at his deattlormally only very close family members are on ¢ham

witness the death of a loved one.

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkkkkhhhhhkhkkkkkkkhhkhkhkhkkx
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Timothy = Mary ? = Catherine Patrick = Mary
Driscoll Driscoll Brien Driscoll Carey Brien
Jeremiah = Catherine
Driscaoll Carey

**** and >> denote the siblingefationship.
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This is only a theory at this stage and needs much more proof before it is declared
fact. However it contains all the hallmarks requirédor to the discovery of this death
certificate, no connection couléb made bet ween the Driscoll 6s
lived in different districts, albeit that it was not remote from each other. We also
instinctively knew that there must be an intermarriage connection or at least a firm
friendship to explain how Timothgnd Mary Driscoll ended up being the Christening
sponsor of Catherine Careyds younger brother

explanation to this riddle.

The front view of the Carey Family home in Lettertinlish.
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Dun na Sead Fort of the jewels.

Dun na Seadafterr e st or ati on by t.he McCarthyos
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Above:Dun m Sead exterior

Dun na Sead Fort of Jewels, interior

Bridgetown

Timothy and Mary Driscoll and their family lived in Bridgetown or Upper
Bridgetown. The exact location is not known. Howevés known that the Bridgetown
area contained the poorer sections of Skibbereen. The houses were no more than
makeshift cabinsOne account, recorded years after the famine, desdtie follows:
AnSome twenty years aft eawayamkovertwoni ne scour
million of the Irish people with it, Visited Skibbereeh Bridgetown is changed now. In
1846, it contained a large population, being not much less than half a mile in length, with
a row of thatched houses on either side; when the fasiaughtered the population
those houses were tenantless in great numbers and there being nowedgsethem
they fell into ruin and were never rebuilt.
Local folklore recounts that a Bridgetown widow with two sons, sent one son to a
bakery in NorthSt. Skibbereen o buy bread. When the boy didn
second in search of him. The second boy failed to return also, and after some time, the
widow herself set out. She found her sons along the way. One lay dead in Bridge St,
while the otler had made it as far as Tanyard Lane (off Main St.)
If Skibbereen was the so called centre of the Potato Famine, then Bridgetown was
the epicentera place of death, despair and desolatiomould be miraculous if all
Ti mot hy and Ma reg this calamity. The feat af susvival was a triumph.
For those who did, the seeds of the Fenian movement were sown, which culminated in
the partial emancipation of Ireland. It is not surprising that leaders like Michael Collins
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and Jer emi ah a@idadbis Rhoenia SocidBaies Fom this part of West
Cork, a placehatwas affected so much he Great FaminéAn Gorta Mot as the Irish
say, in their native tongue.

™\ cCorner of Bridge and
Main Streets Skibbereen
circa 1900
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Occupation and Literacy

Folklore in the familyhas however survivel or Jer emi ahds occupat
described as a labourer on his mayei@ertificate and on the birth certificate of his first
born Irish son(Timothy born 1868)Family folklore has it that he was a brewery worker
in Skibbereen. Research yields tBanielMcCarthy(or McCarthie)of Glencurragh
built (180), owned and opeted aPorter(stout) Brewery inNorth StreetSkibbereen
during this period

Daniel McCarthy was usually referred to as Daniel Og. Og is an Irish term that
denotes that the person is the younger or that the father and son have the same name.
Daniel Og was founding member and Skibbereen Coordinator of the Phoenix Society,
which later became the Irish Revolutionary Brotherh@B@).J e r e mi advanO6 Do n
Rossa a fellow Skibbereenan headed the Phoenix Society. This part of Cork was the
hotbed for the revolionary causes, mainly due to the pain it went through as a result of
the Irish Faminelt was a clandestine organization withétsef objective to rid Ireland
of British Rule.It is not known if Jeremiah was involved in any way with this
organization, bt he would have been very sympathetic to its cause, like most of the
nativesouthermpopulation.The Feniag, a name that is very well known to Western
Australianswas an organization thatas an extension tthe Phoenix Society and the
IRB.

The PhoenibXSociety was seen as a more moderate organizatioh@dRB,
Fenian movement and the more radical Irish Republican Atnggnerally involved the
more educated professionals, such as solicitors, teachers and civil servants whose main
objective was to $rto put pressure on the authorities by employing political influence.
Nevertheless the consequences for being caught as an active member of any of these
organizations, was severe. Retribution by the authorities could be expected.

The authorstandingoutside thegatedp or ch entrance to McCart hyos
Brewery. The shgiscountWorld and the floors above were part of the Brewery site
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In 1845 there wereeleven porches off the river westside of North Seet.The
largestarchedporchwaywas and stillist he entrance to DaTheel Mc Car
entrance was directly opposite Windmill Lafid.e brewery occupied a large site
between the river and North Stre&t.the (llen) rivers edge is the Brewery Hold, the
berthing place of the bargevhich brought the coal upriver from Oldcourt to supply the
kilns. Oldcourt is a river port on the llen Rivetownstream from Skibbereeships
carried their cargo to Oldcourt where it wadadfled onto barges and lighters and then
transported to the ma quays at Skibbereeh.i ke many of Ski bbereenos
century industriesike flax, distilling andwoollen goodsthe brewery had to close in
1890. The market had opened up to mass produced products from England and Irish
cities. Little remains onlie brewery site or for that matter the River Hold and Quay,
except for a few pylong.he breweryupon its closure was converted into corn stores by
Mr. T.D. Roycroft.The brewery closure was probalolye of theeasos why Jeremiah,
in 19070n his Irish vsit, lamented that Skibbereen had changed too much in his absence.

Many of the original eleven porch entrances have disappeared withWithethe
closure of the river quays their purpose, as a means of accessing the llen River from
North Street, has eparated. Some have been converted to walkways to alfresco areas.

Jeremiah and Catherine lived on High Street, Skibbereen when Timothy was born
in 1868 Heprobably finisked his brewing career just prior to migratidakinghis family
to the Swan River Gony, Western Australia in April 1869.imothy, was baptised when
he was two days old (24.11.1868). His uncle, Cornelius Carey and Ellen Carey were his
sponsorsl t i s presumed thatwtll|l en Carey was Corn

The llen River with the disused yls that formed part of the Brewery Hold and Quay,
at the rear of North Street, Skibbereen.
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Jeremiah used his brewing skills to good effect in his new home at Grass Valley.
Part of his barley harvest was set aside for beer (probably stout) producticipeahat
he had taken with him from Ireland. Jeremiah knew weights and measures and money
exchange intimately. There is conflicting evidence regarding his level of literacy. All
birth registrations attended to by Jeremiah bore his X mark in the attestédmever a
letter of application, in 1876, for a 60 acre adjoining block, to the Land Surveyor,
seemingly shows a literate hand and signature. It seems highly probable that this letter
was penned byames McClymangn his behalfor the handwriting is idntical Jeremiah
was afraid that I f he didndét act 1 mmedi ately
application and he would lose the opportunity to purchase it. The perception that literacy
could add weight to thapplicationis probably another reason fiiis deception. The
contents of this letter appear later in this narrative (see48gerobably in later times,
Jeremiahodés |l etters were penned by his ol dest
Also due to their own illiteracy, the children were taught by the parents by rote.
Because they couldndot express themselves by
prayers and poetry were repeated over and over again, as a learning mechanism. This led
to the older generations, particularly, to be very interesting story telsansighan
amazing memory and the ability to retain family folklore for such an enduring time. The
children | earned their prayers in Gaelic, <co
and knew the genealogical pedigree of their family and neighbouismaodantly
carried their folklore to the next generation.
Also probably due to their own lack of education, Jeremiah and Catherine placed
a great emphasis on education. All of the children received a school education even
though schools were scarce agdttered, and to do so, utilized precious resources of
time and money.

High Streeit he area in Skibbereen wher ¢1838. mot hy D
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Fenian influence

Two Fenian contemporaries of Jeremiah and Catherine are quoted in Eugene
Dal ydos book nASki-Baher eamdahdl PDi st eoct

Cornelius Keane

TheEagle(a Skibbereen newspaper) of May"28892 carried the following report
under the caption 6éDeath of Two Skibbereen M

AA Fenian Exile:

Intelligence has been rewed here of the death of Mr. Cornelius Keane, of
Skibbereen, in distant Australia, while yet little beyond the prime and manhood of
life. The deceased, who was a brotiretaw of Mr. Daniel Coglan of Bridge

Street, took a prominent part in the Fenian eroent from its very infancy, and

the announcement of his unexpected demise will be received with feelings of
regret by all who knew him. At the time the Fenian organization was started here,
6t he Cradle of Feniani smd, prihcplesvkdes one of
was at the time a law clerk, and employed in the office of Mr. Ralph Fuller,
solicitor, being previously connected with the Board of National Education. In
1861 he joined the ranks, and ere long, when James Stephens paid a visit in this
town, Keane was selected by both to organize the district. Everything went well
until 1864, when the deceased, with a number of others, invaded the parish of
Rath, or Baltimore, as it is now called, for the purpose of organizing, the day
selected being a Suag. Here the informer came on the scene; information was
lodged on which Keane was arrested, and on the following court day he was
charged before the Skibbereen bench of magistrates, and he was returned for trial
to the ensuing session in the City of Covkere he was, at the conclusion of the

trial, released on bail. Later he was organizing in Dublin until the seizure of the
fAlrish Peoplé, the Fenian organ, in September 1864 when he was again arrested
with Stephens, Rossa, O®ltéearmry, HebywasKi ck

subsequently put on trialé found guilty I

yearso penal servitude. After serving tin

was transported to Western Australia. o
John OO6Driscolll, Ski bber een

edit wirlilsesmany of the old guard who met
teacher of Skibbereen, in Dublin Prison, to learn that he is dead. He was a man

full of Ilrish |Iife and spirit, of | ove f«
He was the grandsaoof John Collins of Myross, who wrote the poem on

Ti mol eague Abbeyébd

Both of these gentl emen, Keane and OO6L
contemporaries, and for that matter, well known to Jeremiah and Catherine, in
Ski bbereends smal |l ©that @arneliud Keane Wiab an uriwillimgf er e n c e

immigrant. Cornelius Dwyer Keane Kain/Kane Convict # 9790 arrived in Fremantle
per t he A HD10.0101868dMmstwas the last convict ship to leave England
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and was therefore the last opportunity for tmglish to get rid of its troublesome

political prisoners to the colonies. The Hougoumont arrived at Fremantle a year before

Jeremiah. Keane was given a Conditional Pardon ¢@R3.03.187 1three years after

his arrival. Very soon after his release teeftem, he sailed to South Australia (&

September 1871) a free man. A search of the Western Australian convict records reveal

that he was born in Ireland 1838)dwas married in Ireland with two children, literate

Roman Catholic, convicted Dublin Agsis 17.01.1866 for Treason and given 10 years

penal servitude. One of the conditions of a CP is that the freed prisoner is precluded from
returning to his homeland. To get around this, the general thing to do was to voyage to

another State, as Corneliugd@one, and then to arrange a trip back to the UK.

Obviously the first part of the strategy was completed, however the second part was not

compl eted through | ack of funds, opportunity
the notorious ship that brougixty two Fenian political prisoners to Western Australia

i ncluding Joh#084Bo YOI6eRe®d Rei Idlay i ngly escaped
whal er the i HarohL86%from theopart of Bureungin Western

Australia. Safely in Boston,andesd i t or of AThe Piloto, OO6Reill
another Americaifbasedkexiled Fenian leader masterminded the escape of a further six

Fenians from Rockingham, south of Perth in 1876, on the American whaler the

ACatal pao. This nedrliynwcdtdaenaed @O Rlentl ¢ rynavteind n
very important I|iterary figure in America. F
his address to the combinktsh Parliament on his only Presidential visit.

Disposition

Folklore tells us that Jeremiah waguiet man of pleasaudlisposition;slow to
angerandpossessing exceptiorstrength Folklore in the family went to lengths to
accentuate his gentle, unruffled side. Howewer ar t i cl e i n the ANorthar
dated19.06.1929, by George Lionel Threi{GLT), son of George Throssethe
secondPremier of the State of Western Australian d er t he heading AOri gi
Ab or i gshowawhat@gn happen when someone is pushed bthgniimits. The
article states in parté

AWith the very many ct@mers bringing in their produce, or carcasses of dressed pigs

etc it was but natural there would oftimes be differences of opinion in regard to the

correctness of the scales, and | remember very clearly, one of these differences leading

up to areal goodigpob et ween John and Jerry O6Driscoll
Now Jerry was an Irishman, of this there was no doubt, and every Irishman worth his

salt, |l oves a scrap. This morning Jerry was
having facibly expressed himself in regard to the proverbial liberality of his opponent

(John was an Aberdonidnthis has been proved incorrect, John was born in Glasgow,

Lanarkshire, Scotlaniditor), they went at it, and it was about as willing an

Internationalfigoo, as one could wish to be an onlooker at, but not a participant in. John

had a way of his own, and affectionately enc
on to his hip, and with a good heave, up went Jerry into the air, aodlmground with

Johnds fell weight on oithatsettledibe softest part
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It would have taken considerable courage and a sense of outrage to stand up to
this overbearing duo. John Lyonés | ow bl ow n
unscrupulousbut a fair bet would be that Jeremiah (and those similarly affected) would
have voted with their feet and taken their business elsewhere.
Research shows the John, in the abovementioned quote, was in fact William
Lyon-White, Convict #4106 a massively bit Glaswegiany ai sed i n the AHOUS:«
Refuge forBo y s 0 wha cadhe to prominence in the Glasg@wod) Riots of
06.03.1848. Having narrowly esajarrest he journged to the Isle of Angleseaff the
coast of Walesyhere he wasubsequentlgrrestecand conwvetedfor the offence of
house breakingHe was sentenceith Beaumaris, Wales to 10 years transportation. He
arrived in Fremantle per fASea Parko on 05. 014
name to John Lyon, in order to shield himself frioiscriminal past and to give himself a
veneer of respectabilityohn eventually became Northam shopkeeper, George
T hr os s e s$tdretnanthdpesiiah he held when the altercation occurred. John was
married to Susannah Carter, daughter of Robert C&tmvict # 318pwho arrived at
Fremantl e per t he . Jomendédhisdagslas NortliddRaadovel | i e s 0
debt collectordying on 12.06.1924, at the age on 94.
Appar ent | y aftemptrod@efraud deeemiahrmias much to bear and
Jeremialthrewcaution to the wind and tackled t¢aswegian harthut. The reference
to Ahavingforcibly expresed himself in regard tthe proverbialliberality of his
opponend undoubtedly meant recalliny o h chéckered convict history
Store ownerGeorge Throssell, commenced business in Northam around (861
the towrds infancy, and built his business up be one othe largest concerns outside
the Perthmetropolitan area. George Throssell had a ealhedeputation for placing a
higher tha normal margin on his retail lines, a luxury that a nbasiness monopoly
affords. Under weighing produoc® one hand, and overpricing on the other, to the most
vulnerable of clients, the illiteratthes o0 ¢ a | IPead dliwas$ad gamé to Mr.
Throssell.The protestant / catholic prejudidist afflicted Ireland were present in the
Colonies.As a touch of ironyGeorge Throsselimselfwas born at Fermoy, County
Cork, Irelandon 23 May 1840His Protestantather, George Michael Throssell agtvat
Fremantl e per AScindiand on 01.06.1850 as th
accompanied by his wife and childrdhh e A Sci ndi ano bought the fi
prisoners to Wes tHewasankordledPensianer GuPdigate-or e s .
17" Dragoons)and served in the Convict Service until 20.01.1858then applied and
was appointed @geant of Policein Perthon the 16.01.18530lding this rank until
1855 when he was promoted Rolice InspectorShortly afterthis eventhe methis
untimely deathGe or ge Mi ¢ h a e | Jariehnn (besisam) Thrassell had f e,
predeceased him on 02.10.1854. George Throssell had lost both his parents in the space
of less than 7 month$hese events had a very severe impact on young George. It made
Geage grow up extraordinarily fast, eventually to become a self madehhoarever the
personal cost was his empathy for his fellow n#¥san aside, George Throssell had at
least two sons who fought in World WhrRica 10" Light Horsemanwas killed in tfe
second battle of Gaza, and Hugtso of the same Company, distinguished himself by
earning a Victoria Cross daallipoli Hill 60; the only Australian Light Horseman
Victoria Crosswinner.Bedevilled by his wartime experiences, Hugo committed suicide
in 1933. The supreme irony is that the dispassionate George Throsdathieaeldtwo
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sons who displayedutstanding courage asélflessness in defence of their country and
fighting compatriots

Surviving records

William Casey, who | have quoted earlierthis article states;

fAln 1852, the British Government completed a valuatibpropertiesn this part
of County Cork. The resultant repppublishedin 1853, s cal |l ed t he AGri ffi
Valuationo. Anyone who ownedamauewasased | and
recorded in this valuation process. For each holdihg, acreage, value of the land, and
the value of any buildings were recorded. Tgnscess was carried out for each
individual townland. Each holding was also given a plot number witlenatwnland and
this plot, and the house associated, wiesirly marked on the ordinance survey map of
the townland. Hence we are able to accurately lotdateexact plobf land our ancestor
occupied athe time of the initial survey.

Another important sage of information is the census returns. The first true
nationalcensus was attempted in 1813. However this was abandoned as lpesapiee
too suspicious of theensugnotives, with many refusing to-operate. The Government
tried again in 1821 and thisme it was a success. From then on, a census was completed
on a ten yearly cycle.

The census for the years 1861 to 1891 were destroyed by government decree,
once the statistical information was extractBd1901 this policyof census destruction
was disontinued.

All of Irelands surviving 18 century census returnas well as the 1766
religious census and countless other documents were housed in the National Archives in
the Four CourtBuilding, Dublin. During the Irish civil war of 1922, republicarrées
occupied this building, using the archives to store munitions. In July of that year Free
StateForces atacked the Four Courts complex, resulting in an artillery shell hitting the
archival collection. The archives fuelled by the munitions totallyrolgstl the building
and contents. Hence Ireland lost all hef™@ntury recordstherecords of all its entire
population including the most humble of its inhabitants, whose existence was recorded
nowhere elseé.

The oldest survivingensugecord for leland is for 1901. Fortunately from 1901
(inclusive)onwards, the census returns were not housed in the Four Baudisig and
were spared the resultant destruction.

I n the 199006s the I rish Gover-mlement wai ved
covering cengs returnsAs a consequence the 1901 and 1911 censuses have been
published and are readily available for public research.

Two Registrar Generd&ecordgqBirths, deaths and marriagggrtaining to my
Great Grandparents still exigtheir marriage ceificate (11.02.1868pgnd the birth
certificate of Timothy(22.11.1868)their first born and only Irisfborn)child has been
obtained. Only a small window of opportunity exists for this howesederemiah,
Catherine and infant Timothsailed for Austrah in 1869, five years after registration
commencedh 1864.
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Fortunately the christening records of the Roman Catholic Church have survived.
Without these records, the task of reconstructing the family tree would have been futile.
These records give a diiag point for my research. The result of this sea@jieles rise to
the potential to identify the dmlapossihlelant s of
reunification, after more than 140 years of separation.

Johannah Driscolli Jer emi ahdés sister

As alluded to previously in this article, Jeremiah had a younger sister, Johannah,
who preceded him out to Western Australia. She undoubtedly responded to the
advertisements placed in the | ocal papers by
Commissim Agents, whose job was to enlist single young women to immigrate to the
new colonies. A search of the Land and Emigration Commission records for Jeremiah
and Johannah has proven fruitless. Emigration applications were not archived and no
correspondence baurvived.

One of the preonditions, for the Swan River Colony accepting male convicts, was that
an equal number of single females were to be enlisted as free immigrants. Emigration
Agents were paid a bounty when they successfully enlisted an apopiechnt.

Johannah was specifically sponsored by Edmund Ralph Brockman to become his
domestic servant. In return for this sponsorship, Johannah was indentured to Brockman
for two years, after which time she was free to move to an employer of her owinghoos

Once settled in Western Australlmhannah made contact with Jeremiah in
Ireland and extolled the virtues of thenewcolpny des cr i bi ng it as a

=]
a)
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h o n eDyeto her effortdacilitationwas madeand an indenturég drawn up

whereby Jeremiah, Catherine and Timothy were sponsored out to the Swan River Colony

by Edmund Ral ph Brockman under the British
CommissionScheme.

Johannahherselfar r i ved at Fr emanntd eo np elr7 .AOR30.ble8r 6t 6
start her own indentureshihe is reported as paying 10 English Shillings for the fare.

By the 229 of October of the same year she was married to a convict Ticket of Leave
man, James McClyman¥ames was seHriterate and in time hé name took on many
variations of McClementsvicClymont and eventually McClymantames McClymans
also worked for Brockman as a shepherd.

James McClymans, Convict # 3271 was born in Glasgow, Scotland around 1835
to Irish parents, William Mcimont (or variations)i weaver, born ¢ 1816 and Martha nee
Davidson,stay makerborn ¢ 1818James McClymaiiaknown siblings were Martha,
born ¢ 1842, Glasgow, Isabella, born ¢ 1851 Glasgow and William, born 04.04.1856
Glasgow. The family lived at 32 New Street, CaljtGlasgow at the time of his offence
James was charged with house breaking and stealingropremises on the night of
21 of Septembet 852 or the morningf the22™ of September 1857 he firstpremises
werethat of Robert Cruickshanks, grocatthe corner of High Street and Havannah
Street, Glasgow. James in the company of William Sloss or Watson and Rhatriely/
gainedaccess by means of a false key or picklock. They broke into the cellar entrance
off Havannah Street. The charge read:

A é d ialdand each, or one or more of you, then and there, wickedly and
feloniously, steal and theftuously away take, from the shop,

One Shilling and Sixpence sterling, or thereby, in Silver Money,

Thirty, or thereby, Penny Postage Stamps,

Seven Ponds weighdy thereby of Tobacco,

Ten and a Half Pounds weight, or thereby of Tea,

Six, or thereby, Pots containing Jam or other Preserve,

Six Pounds weight, or thereby, of Lozenges,

One Pounaveight or thereby of Ligarice,

A Parcel containing One Pound weight,tbereby, of Mustard; One Pound
weight, or thereby of Black Peppé&nePound weight, or thereby, of Candy
Sugar; and One Pound weight, or thereby of Cream of Tartar,

A Wooden Drawer, and

A Canvass Sack or Bag,

the property, or in the lawful possessiofithe said Robert Cruickshanks.

The second breaik occurred in George Street, Glasgow at the ceifeat
premises occupied by a widow by the name of Jane Nelson MerRenwaiick onthe
239 of September 1852

A é wi c lare delonjiouslybreak and emr, by forcing open, or by means of a
crow-bar, or by some other means to the prosecutor unknown, the lockfast door of
the said cellar or cellars, and entering thereat; and this you did with intent to

C

I



29

steal from the said cellar or cellars, as also from laehouse and shop, or
ot her premises hereinafter | ibeledébo

The charge also documenithe previous conviction of the three defendants on the crime
of theft, albeit that James was referred to as James McClymont, before the (Bluetiff
of Lanarkshire, \ith a jury, at Glasgow, on thé®3lay of March 1851. James was
obviously placed in jail or juvenile detention for this previous conviction and as a result
was not with his siblingat the family homgon census night 1851.

All three defendants were foumggiilty of the charges of shop breaking, house
breaking and stealing and were sentenced to 14 years Transportation. The eighteen year
old Glaswegian Potter was to be temporarily held @Glasgow jail until he was
transferred o @A Mi | | b an k @&,London.dmeifiraldaolding placeswas on the
Thames River hul k fADefencebo, before finally
aboardthd ar que St ago whi CoiFebruardy 1855 . reachingn on t he
Fremantle on the #30f May 1855. Convictsbega boar di ng t Rlef AStago or
February 1855, with the ship sailing on theds February 18550ne of his partnefis-
crime, W lliam Sl oss or Watson was to accomp
Sloss wenbnto marry Sarah Murray at Fremantin the 2 of May 1859 A month
later, on the 18 of June 1859 he received his Conditional Pardon. A little over a year
later, on the 24 of August 1860, he left Western Australia, bound for Cajlast west of
Perubds c apaibtoaalr do fh BLei. niaRu b e

It seems that James and his companions were well seasoned lads. In the time
between committing the offences and their apprehensiepfrequented the many Gin
Shops that abounded in their neighbourhood. Although young, they all had previous
convidions; the appeal to the judge for clemency fell on deaf ears.

Prior to the era of photography, abesidesketching, the convict was described
for identification purposes. James McClymans description yeads
Name : James Lymant
Convict No # 3271
Occupaibn: (Potter)Labourer
Married / Single : S
Children : None
Height : 5 foot 2 inches
Hair : Dark brown
Eyes : dark hazel
Face : Round
Complexion : Fresh
Build : Middling stout
Distinguishing marks : IJM S L S left arm (tattoo)

Ink ring, second fingeteft hand

Now, returning to James McClymans in Western Australighose days there
was no fencing on the properties and it was the shefhessponsibility to ensure that
the sheep didndét stray. This retfethabwasvas al s o
endemic to the area. Part of the job was to ensure that the livestock were kept out of these
areas. It was a lonely existence with the shepherd living rough and having to endure both
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hot and cool conditions. The bonus was that it taught roathe skills it takes to be a
self employed farmer. The shepherding job wa
Western Australiamgriculture thatin ambitious Jeremiah J a me s-ib-lavip thrivad h e r
on.
In the ensuing yeadhannalbore nine children, ith only three attaining
adulthood. Tragedy was to follotive McClymans familySometime in late 1880 her
husband died, leaving her with three children at foot and pregnant with adoth@nnah
had to apply for Poor Relief from the York Courthgueehe circumstances were
desperate. Her two oldest childréfilliam and Henrywere placed irii G | ravan
Orphanage, mor e commonly known as St. Josephoés G
had an association with Glenrowan and the Kgdigzg becausef its founcer, Fr.(later
Bishop)Matthew GibneyOn the 28' of April 1879, a short while before William and
Henry were institutionalized, the orphanage was badly damaged by lightning strike. Fr.
Gibney received permission to tour the Eastern Colonies, givinglseecdl Aichar ity
sermonso in an effort to raise restoration f
stopped at Glenrowan at the height of the Kelly Gang siege. Ned Kelly had been captured
whilst the balance of the gang membeeseheld up in the Glenrowaimn. So bad were
Nedbs i njur i eavelastrieaindifead. NGiohfesstopPolge torched
the Inn where the other members were held up. Gibney ignored the advice to stay away
enteing the buildingonly to find all the gang members deack Was hailed a herdhe
contrary view was widely held for (lack) of courage shown by the Pdlibelped in
filling the rebuilding subscription and allowed the orphanage to continue its operations.
Johannahwvas granted relief of one shilling per diadéday) Once she had
given birth at the end of her confinement all relief payments were stopped in accordance
with the recommendation of the Poor Relief Office in Y.drks believed that Johannah
and Obed raised Agnes and the young James until Joltasnahd e at h i n 188 8.
With no social security available in these tinsee hurriedly remarriedohannah
married ObedialEdom Hitchcoclon the 1% of November 188farrivedperfi Si mo n
T a y |. @bedidhwould not accommodate tio olderMcClymans childrenWilliam
and Henry, but relented in the case of the two youngest chiMfiémthe arrival of the
two McClymans childrema f t er J o h a n n athepapuladiemanthbtwo n 18 8 8,
roomed house swelled to ninevo adults and seven childrelgnesMcClymans having
being bought up in theamehousehold, was particularly close to k6 D r i ceusis] |
especialy Catherine (Sermon), so much so that she was chosdarridesmaid at
Catherinedos weddi ng™df anuiy1899.aAgnes nBueigdmeo n 0 n 2 8
six months later to George Langdon.
The two oldeMcClymanschildren, William(marriedHannah Cookand Henry
(marriedMary Jane McVeehad to be handed over to an orphanage for upbringing. The
effect of the family disintegration, particularly fdret families of the two older boys was
very severeA trail of broken families was to continue for generations to come.
Johannahocshillads,t Jbaommens, was born at AShamr
Her first husband, James McClymans, had died in late TR8g the course of her
pregnancy. Effectively the family bread winner had died and with the arrival of her last
boy she had four children to care and provide for. For the time being she was forced to
take refuge with Jeremiah, Catherine and their fived dr e n . AShamrock Vil
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been at breaking point with three adults and nine children in the confines of the two room

house. A partial resoluio woul dnét eventuate until she rer
Johannah was to have two more children \wi#h newhusbandObediah

Hitchcock Margaret Lavinia (1883) and Mary May (1884). Both children died in

childhood aged 8 months and 11 months respectiirethe meantime Johannah and

Obediah Hitchcock moved from the Boramin to Guildford where Obedialmestavork

as a gardeneA short timelaterJohannahvas struck down with liver cancer. Catherine

travelled to Perth (Guildford) to nurse her sister law in her last days. On the 2&lay

1888 Johannah died from the effects ofd¢hmenosisand was bued inplot 72 atthe East

Guildford cemeteryThe East Guildford Cemetery was locateédhe corner of Helena

Streetand East Street. However the cemetery has closed and the-lgadetted

residential. A housing suthvision occupies the cemetery sitde problematic evidence

of a headstone has disappeared, when the housing estate came into being.
James, Johannahos | ast BDeem@ahasdGatheifeo was b

died on 04.06.1892 from dropsy. The adoptive parents would have takenetthi seley

hard as they had raised him franfiancy. James (Jnr) is interred in the family grave in

Yorkal ong with his uncle and aufBdepagedder emi ah at

Discovering the identity of James McClymans

Johannah Driscoll, as we &w married James McClymans, at York on th&'22
October 1866. However nothing was known aldmrthusband]lamesThere was no
passenger arrival |l i st bearing his name. The
Dictionary of We s tlisthisparéntagetor hes Hetadsrofsadivaldni d n o't
Western Australia. By contrast the details of his wife, Johannah were included. There was
not a reference to a convict named McClymans or a close derivative of this name. James
seems to have just appeareshirnowhere.

NnEastern Districts Chronicleo

Saturday 05.10.1878

YORK COURT HLULE

(Before W, Cowan, Esq., R. M,)
Friday, SBept. 27, 1878,
J‘Ipa_MCCLEllN'I'n wWad summoned on the
information of Thomas Maughan with unlawe

fully detr ‘ning his property, The case wag
d.smisscd for want of proof,
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There were nine children born to James and Johannah, many of whom bore the surname
of McClements or a close likeness to this spelling.

Researchintotheregest fRosi tati ons t o séldobe Yor k Set
verified that Jeremiah and James lived close to one another and that the quarterly entry
for James had recorded his name as (Mc) Cl en
register, in the last quartef 1880. It is quite apparent that this discontinuation coincides
with his unregistered death at Seabrook, his domicile.

Laboriously the task of trawling through
Di str i ct dad@hhe undertaken,encan attemptind any reference to him.
Eventually an entry appeared in 18p@&rtaining to a charge of unlawfully detaining the
property of a complainant, Thomas Maughafellw ticket of leave ma#2354

The trial and subsequent dismissal of the case appearedi@ fiEast ern Chr o
on Saturday the"5of October 1878A copy of this article appears above.

Sept. 281878  P.C. Eaton Left Station at 9.30 AM, to Seabrook serve
Summons on James McClements to appear
at this Court on the 27 instant. Charged
with unlawfully detaining sundry articles
of clothing, the property of Thomas Maughan.
Also to visit settlers and selectors. Rode
(Police) horse Hamilton
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Asearchot he fAState Records Officeo reveal s t
entries in the York Police Occurrence Book for this offence. It is apparent that James was
not personallyserved the summoras per the entry of #3of Sept. 1878. Probably Police
ConstableEaton was admonished by his superior officer in Y&khis oversight and
sent back to Seabrook to personally serve the Summons. Shepherds normally yarded their
sheep overnight at last light before retiring home to their families. In all probability P.C
Eaton had to ride his horse AHamiltono the 1
arriving at dusk, in order to personally serve the summons on thef Sept. Ironically
he probably had toamp out overnight, or stay with the McClymans family, fer th
Occurrence Book reveals that he did not arrive back in York until 1tRé/following
day,from his bush patrol and summserving duties. Regardless, it did not leave James
McClymans much time to prepare his defence. James was very familiar withtibe jus
system, having endured at least two trials back in his native Scotland

Arrived at Station at 1 PM from Bush patrol
duty & report no complaints whatevexlso report
serving summons personally on James McClements
to appear at this Court on the 37nstant. Rode
horse Hamilton.

. In reality with little financial support, he probably represented himself. If he did
so, then the results were exemplarye Tase was dismissed for want of evidence, which
he must have exploited in his defence.

The consequences for being found guilty of any offence for a former convict were
severe. A guilty verdict would probably have incurred a period oféecation, a
prospect that would have unsettled James. It would also have had severe repercussions on
the welfare of his wife and family. As it happened, James died nearly twq tetrs
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day, after this tria) and the repercussions he had artfully avoided at thedaale home
to roost on his untimely death.

27" Sept. Police Court Friday 27" September
Before Resident Magistrate
James McClementsxpiree late
3271 charged by Thomas Maughan
With unlawfully detaining
belongings & sundry articles of
clothing, theproperty of the said
Thomas Maughan. Case dismissed

Thefinal entry in the Police occurrence Book is the most vital clue. It states the
fact that James McClemeritsie x pi ree, |l ate 327106, is a for m
an excerpt from the Convict register, solves the identification problem we havenies Ja
andhasled to the discovery of the trial and prerogateeirt trialpapers in Scotland.

LYMANT (LYMONT McLYMONT McCLEMENT
etc) James (3271) 1835-c1880—Unm lab,
semi lit Prot, conv Glasgow 1853 shop
breaking 1l4yrs; arr Stag 23.5.1855
TL30.12.1856 CP14.1.1860 CF30.1.1868
York; Perth, Guildford. Mar Joanna
DRISCOLL 22.10.1866 York RC.*

I n some ways this is a tale of two divers
about triumph and progressiwith a sparse sprinkling ehisfortuneJohannab s st or vy,
by contrastjs more about tragedy and losgh moments of joyBoth shared the same
Irish upbringing but the fate of tmegespetive family fortunes could not have been more
divergent.
The uniqueness of tidcClymansname guaranteesahthe lineage can be traced
to James $nr) and Johannamywhere that it appears in Australia.
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Ti mot hy Dri scol |l O6Driscoll

Tiethy OTrfoood Boen 22-7-358 Shberean Dogety Dirt
Diad 23031928 Northan W A

Johannah was bojuast prior tothestart of the IrisiFamine, inate 1844, being
christenecat St . C&ledral $Skibder@er on 01.01.1848%ubtlessly, her parents
and her siblings would have suffered terribly as a consequence of the fahermotato
f ami ne di daftetlB50,esone four pears dfter its onset. It was a prolonged and
dark chaptem lIrish history and left bitter memories of the British apathy shown towards
a desperate Ireland. The legacy of this bitterness is still evident to the present day.
The fate of her other sibgs, Billing, twins Bets and JuliadCatherineMary, Jane
Timothy, Michael and Patricks not knownin the aftermath of the famine.
It is not surprising that Johannah jumped at the first opporttmigavethe once,
famine racked Ireland, as so many of her contemporarieodithe new coloniesVhen
glowing remrts were published in the local press, enticing advertisements and a
subsidized 10 shilling fare, were put on off
Morrisoro embar ki momgthea?6.11.186and disembarking at Fremante
07.03.1866ltwas a s o c al traasgortiigbmainlyyeung smglepfémales to
the Swan River Colony, to correct the gender imbalance created by the onset of convict
transportation Unlike her brother, Jeremialwho in 1D7 ( per AMamving | i ao
Fremantle 0.12.1907 visited his homelandJohannahwas not destined to see the
Emerald Isle again.
Jeremiah returned to his homeland in 1907 for an extended stay, and to visit
family and friends. Apparently he found that conditions had changed too much and
decidedto return to his Australian home after a three month sojd8ynthis time his
(and Catherineés) parents would have passed
Jeremiahdés descr i manifestradsd Genh é emBonvngolMhags
d o e gslendtd a level of etiquette or class. Its significance is to denote that the passenger
paid his own fare and as such would have travelldd Dlass as opposed Reerage
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(assisteepasseng@rClassashehaddonen hi s ori gi nal intl89.p on

The term AGentl emano probably grated with

poor who through his own hard work had risen through the ranks. He had not forgotten
his humble Irish beginningand identified with, and championdtie cause ofray
perceived underclass an effort to mould a more egalitarian Australian culture.

Land and Emigration Commission- and- Bounty Agents

t he
J e

Bounty Agents were used by Her Majestyods

Commission, the government instrumentalityrgea with arranging subsidised travel for
its citizens who wished to resettle in the colonies.
In March 1853 The Commissioners revised the rules of eligibility for Assisted

Emigration. I n the fAiColonization cothecul ar

British Emigration Commissioners, by Colonial revenues, for assisted passage for New
South Wales, Victoria and South Australia (also stated, for the moment is that funds were
al so avail able for Western Austavablefa and
assisting those wishing to emigrate to North American Colonies). The rules for those
wishing to apply were laid out thus

Passages to Australia

The following are the regulations and conditions under which emigrants are to be
selected fopassages to the Australian Colonies, when there are funds available for the
purpose.

Qualifications of Emigrants

1) The Emigrants must be of those callings which from time to time are most in
demand in the Colony. They must be sober, industrious, efagjegjood moral character,
and have been in the habit of working for wages, and going out to do so in the colony, of
all of which decisive certificates will be required. They must also be in good health, free
from all bodily or mental defects, and the aduhust be in all respects be capable of
labour and going out to work for wages, at the occupation specified on their Application
Forms. The candidates who will receive a preference are respectable young women
trained to domestic or farm service, and fi@si in which there is a preponderance of
females.

2) The separation of husbands and wives and of parents from children under 18
will in no case be allowed.

3) Single women under 18 cannot be taken without their parents, unless they go
under the immediateare of some near relative. Single women over 35 years of age are
ineligible. Single women with illegitimate children can in no case be taken.

4) Single men cannot be taken unless they are sons in eligible families, containing
at least a corresponding numibof daughters.

N o

Van
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5) Families in which there are more than 2 children under 7, or 3 children under
10 years of age, or in which the sons outnumber the daughters, widowers, and widows
with young children, persons who intend to resort to the gold fieldsiytéabnd, or to
invest capital in trade, or who are in the habitual receipt of parish relief, or who have not
been vaccinated or not had the sm@dix, cannot be accepted.

The Commissioners were wary of applicants wwtbumecames. Young females
in Ireland sometimes applied for passages out to Australia, and on receiving their
embarkation orders; their parents refused to let them go, so thpplied with an alias
name. Alternatively, others had friends whose interest was sufficient to procure free
passiges. The girls would apply, and if successful, sell their orders for a premium of five
shillings.

The Commissioners employed Bounty Agents to select suitable emigrants. The
bounty agents were remunerated on the number of approved successful relotagions.
term Assisted Immigrant means that all, or the vast majority, of the total fare was paid for
by the Commissioners. Upon arrival, employment advice and other transitional matters
were provided as well. The ultimate goal was to have as many peopéecoldimy being
productive to enable macro self sustenance.

In return, the agents were paid money by the government for each person they
supplied to the colony. One of the more prominent agents was a firm called Carter and
Bonus of 11 Leadenhall Street,idon, nowadays the site of a Starbucks Café franchise.
They were allied with the British East India Company. For instance in 1844 this agent
was paid 18 Pound 14 Shillings per Statute adult they successfully handled. In all
probability, both Johannah andré@miah & family were signedp by this Emigration
agent or a body very similar to this. In most cases the prospective emigrant heard about
the scheme through newspaper advertisements and was subsequently signed up on behalf
of the Commission.

Jeremiah, Catherine and Timothy- Australia bound

Family folklore again fills in thé&nowledgevoid, of why Jeremiah chose to
immigrate.Once Johannah had settled into her new surroundih@eabrook (Grass
Valley area) of Western Australia, she contacted her éro#md gave a glowing report
of Aa | and of mil k andretewimgthiy advice,tlJerdmahn, new abo
Catherine and infant Timothy were signed up with the same sp@remkman)and the
same indentureship termtss new occupatiobeing,shgherd One of the clauses of the
Colonial Land and Emigration Commission regulations said, in part, an emigrant is
Aéunder an indenture to serve for two years
Government such balance (cost of the fare),and dedogteight quarterly instalments
out of the emigrantbés wageséo

Nothing is known of the travel arrangements that were made by the Land and
Emigration Commission, excepting the London to Fremantle sailing leg. The railway line
from Cork City to Skibbereewas only completed in 1878ome 8 years after they had
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left Ireland At the time of th& a mi depaduse from Irelandl869) the rail line had
only reached Dunmanway, some 26 mile (42 kdWprt ofSkibbereen.
An extract from th&Vest Carbery Eaglen 2/ March 1873 states:

Orhe tide of emigration is setting in this season with unabated vigour.-&iartf
the youth of both sexdstwentytwo from Bantry and twendfpur from Skibbereeii
having passed through Drimoleague and Dunmanway for QueenstomMopnday last.
The numbers from Skibbereen occupied two of
wailing of friends and relatives accompanied the departure, whilst those leaving, cheered
and waived their handkerchiefs as the cars passed through BrMgm and North
Streets, their friends running wildly after the cars until they disappeared from view. A
great many of those who left were sent for by their friends in America. It is expected that
a considerable number will leave during the summer whose paskage been paid by
their friends at the other side of the Atlantic. On Wednesday a similar scene was
witnessed here.

| suspect that the scenes described in the article above, would have been
reminiscent of Jeremi ah, GmSkibemraenrRegardless Ti mo't
of the mode of transport, be it coach, train or ship, the Port of Queenstown (nowadays
known as Cobh, wdadhe ikitialGestinatiors thgm baarding another ship
to the Port of London. The excitement and apprehenstuid have been electric.

Neverthelesshhte fiHasti ngso departed London on t
being 15 English Poundger adult with 44 Irish and 25 English passengdxsund for
Fremantle, arriving on 26.07.186Besides the clothing essensialittle is known ofthe
personal effects they carried, excepting fahilelagh (a traditionalrish stout club or
cudgel)and a gold plated Cross and Communiorceatplete with chalice, wine dn
water crucibles, insein its own woodencarry case. Neher item has survivedo the
present dayBoth were probably given as departing gifts, and a keepsake remembrance of
At he old countryo.

Settling into a Shepherds life

The 77 mile (123 Km) journey to Seabrook was probably traversed by foot on
their way to Edmund RalpiB r o ¢ k rM%eabéoska n d A B o fanma Whie fadn

ASeabrookd gave its name t dhe tinhamedldistacs! i ty a
beyond.

William Locke Brockman, Edmundbds father
year old son in 141. It is interesting to note that tea me A Stce awa v o& deri vat
of the for mer name of the Mortlock River. T

Ri ver o. b9®akg@Rivér)Svad and)stils the locality around where Makine Road

intersectsthe York-Northam Road at the Mortlock River bridge crossingeabrook

l ocality originally t ooéandtheBoramimmeabuithese at A Sh
days it is restricted more to the immediate locality around the river crossing and the small
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settement nearby.The locality of Boramin hasowadaysceased to exist, being

supplanted by the locality of Grass Valley.

A typical ruinedstonecottage

foundin Irelandof thefiFamine

Periodo

The Boramin cottage would hav

been similar, albeit muctmaller

in size. Virtually nothing remains
of the Boramin cottage, except
the corner andomefoundation
stonesand some glass and cas

iron artifacts

Ruins of Boramin CottageJee mi ah and Catheri neds

On arrivalat Boramin,Jeremiah ad Catherinevere supplied with a small stone

cottage a short distanasast anduphill, from Boramin Wel] on the propertycalled

i Ho r s e Thélrerhnblnd stone ruins can now hatakyrecognized, however the well,
equipped with a windmill, still servessioriginal purpose. Mvasat this location that the

f a mi degoddsson, Patrickyas born (17.06.1871). Patrick, as a toddler, was saved
from drowning in the well by his vigilant mothe®o we can safely say the family stayed

f

rs
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at the Boramin till late 18 / early 1873This gives us a clue that Jeremiah continlisd
employment withEdmund Ralph Brockman, even after the two year term of his
indentureship had expirashich would have been around Augu$&71 An application
for a conditional purchase leaseer the 100 acre Avon Locatior274 later named
AShamr ock Vil | alfoliweng therddnéureship expir§.7

The author at Boramin Well and windmill 10.01.2011

It has been discovered that there were at least two, maybe three stone cottages
immediately to the east of Boramin Well. The presumption isttiedtlcClyman®
occupied one of these humble cottagearby They would have been grouped in this
fashion close to the Boramin Well water source. The ruins of all these cottages on the
hillsideis carefully disguised, as they look for all intents and purposes like the many
other stone heaps sprinkled liberally in the vicinity. The remnant glass fragments, some
rusted tin, pick and adze artifadsoken crockery, rustdaked rails and the ftaock
foundation stones are all telltale evidence of the cottages existence and the presence of its
inhabitantsThe closest cottage is about 120 metres east and uphill from the Boramin
Creek,well andwindmill. The well provides water year rourtirouglout the dry
summer months and would have been a favoured spot to build a shepherds settlement.

The following are excerptsfrodr i an Peacheydés bioThek AUnbr o
life of William Boxal Convict #3744contemporaries of Jeremiah and Cathgriwéich
gives us an insight into a shepherd life and the preparations he must undertake before he
embarks on a career as a farmer in his own rigktates in part

1) Thecommon wages paid to (ticket of leplabourers was about eight shillings
a week andkeep.

2) Because of the shortage of cash, many pastoralists often remunerated good
shepherds with a portion of the increase in the flock that they husbanded. This would
have only been suitable to those shepherds who had secured leases or freehold land or
were prepared to squat on unclaimed land and had erected a fold in which to keep sheep.
Many shepherds did graze their stock without permission on unclaimed land and on land
leased or owned by pastoralists.

3) There were, however, certain prerequisitest @ man had to possess before
he could acquire land and stock. A good horse, saddle and bridle were a priority to
enable him to travel with any efficient use of time. The horse would also have to be
suitable for pulling a cart and plough, which needednesis and some form of wagon.
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4) To grow any sort of crop he would have had to acquire or borrow a single
blade plough. There was a need to purchase basic implements, such as an axe, adze,
crosscut saw, sledge hammer and wedges, a shovel and sundryauilsef hese were
essential for him to construct the primitive, typical skablt or mudbrick
accommodation antb erect fencing.

5) Once laid on the stone foundation, the mud bricks were plastered. As Peter
Cunningham recor ded: ofiallukial 0il, miked with & portianef ¢ 0 mp 0 S
cow dung to prevent it from cracking and with chopped grass to enable it to adhere, the
coat being put on with L avhitewaghedwis pestdrefé On b e i n
paris or ashes and sour mil ké

6) The nethod of construction would have again been to first dig a(aelh our
case a sogknto the creek bed during the dry season. The slurry of extracted clay was
mixed in a wooden trough and shoveled into wooden box moulds; when set, left to dry on
a flatarea of ground. Thiarduous work had to be done during the summer. The
magnitude of the task can be gauged by an estimate of the amount of clay required for the
bricks, which was more than twenty tons. An additional ten tons was used in the
compacted flor, which had to be thick enough to insulate the home from dampness and
cold in winter.

7) The stone used in the foundations was readily available, but had to be gathered
by hand, would have weighed about 25 tons.

8) It is likely that flattened barkn our case, Blackboy quills)as used for the
roof. Although corrugated iron sheeting was available in the colony, it was expensive and
the cost would have eaten into the cash that was being saved to purchase land.

9) A good fireplace and chimney were essénlihese were made of field stone,
which was plentiful, cemented with a slurry of clay soil and lime. Lime could be readily
purchased in Perth for ten pence a bushel.

10) Window openings would have had wooden shutters. Framed glass was both
scarce and expssive. The floors of most similar homes were usually a mix of clay and
green cowdung, rammed firm and rubbed to make a hard smooth sarface.

The old hand told me how to build a clean dirt floor;
Beat it hard with spades and tread of feet,

Then soak greecow dung and sweep again,

Now sprinkle water, fire and clean creek sand,

And sometimes strew with cool green leaves;
Sprinkle and sweep it twice a day

Until, clean and sweet and hard,

It gleams, black, polished like a board.

10) Ten acres of crop was abt as much as one man, working on his own could
have managed. Wi th good rains and without th
produce as much as thirty bags of wheat, which would last a family for a year. Land was
rarely cropped again the followingear; had it been so the yield would have been poor.
The settlers then lacked the knowledgen if seed was availakileghat the sowing of
legumes, such as clover, lupins and medic restoitedgen to the soil. New land was
cleared, burnt, ploughed arsbwn each year.
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11) Once the land was cleared and stumps burnt, the planting of a crop of wheat,
oats or barley would have been a long and physically demanding task. Ploughing was
done with a horse drawsingle blade, hand held plough. Seed was broadnakand
into the ploughed furrows. The ripened crop was cut by scythe, raked with a wide wooden
rake with wrought iron prongsé and the stook
stalks
12) The harvest was threshed with a wooden flail on a stone agydlobr and
the wheat gathered and stored in bags. The hay would have been stacked for feed for the
stock. An implement of high priority but expensive, would have been auttaffto
provide feed for the milking cows and hor ses
Even afterthefamihpad settl ed into the new farm at
incumbent on Catherine to walk back to the reliable water source of the Boramin Well
and Ayokeo back two buckets of water for the
was built closertother house on fiShamrock Villao that t
discontinued.
The originof the farm namegil S h a mr o @ i& not\kinolvr bat it seems that
there is probably a connection to a place in or around Skibbereen / Baltwayieeit
was thename ofis Fathers tenant holdifmack inPoundlick,Ireland?
It was apparent that the family would require an ongoing incanté such time
as farm improvements were maatetheir newly acquired propertgnd a positive cash
flow wasgenerated fromarming activitiesTheir nearest neighbours welames and
Johannah McClyman@&ndtheiryoung family, J er e mi d@nHavandlsistes t h e r
respectively, who worked onthe sam@ o o r amid n @& S efarrbsyase fellbvd
shepherdsTheir cottages were loted in close proximity to one anotham the Boramin
hillside.
On the 28 of November 1872 at Herne Hill WA, William Locke Brockman,
father of Edmund Ralph Brockman, died. Soon after his fathers demise Edmund Ralph

Brockman, Jer emi ahdel le npil 0 yfear rmiercg dierdt droest s
farm and purchased a property adjacent to his deceased fathers place at Herne Hill. The

timing was perfegtas)J er e mi ahds i ndentureship was at a c
AShamrock Vill a® hvel Kinrogv. tlhedstwhen Jer emi ah
daughter, Mary was born on the®3if July 1873, it was at Muchakine Gully, being the

|l ocation of their new farm, AShamrock Vill abo

It is presumed that James and Johannah McClymans continued their employment
with Brockman or the new owner lal ASeabr ooko

purchased AShamrock Vill abo.
Edmund Ralph Brockman in later years, became a Member of the Legislative
Counci |l (MLC) in Western Australiabs Parl i an

would cross each others at the Agricultural Royal Commisgiany years in the future.
It seems ironical that Brockman was to choose Jeremiah to giepihiens on the state
of agriculture in Western Australia, given that he had himself sponsoredsthe Ir
immigrant himself in 1869 and given him his original grounding in the industry. The
wheel seems to have turned a full rotaiisee pagd5).
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Far mi ng at nShamrock Vill ao

Some time shortly after the expiration of his indentureship, Jeremiah appiied f
and was granted a conditional purchase lease over 100 acres of land which he later named
AShamrock Villao. It bordered on the east si
(sometimes referred to as Muckrakine) Gully running through its entire lempts.
selection was virgin bush, comprised mainly of York Gum (eucalyptus loxophelba), jam
tree (acacia acuminata), Gimlet (eucalyptus salubris), and the Australian Grass Tree

commonly called 6Bl ackboyd, (xant hother hoea p
aroma they produced when they were sawn or cut down. The smell was likened to that of
raspberry jam.

The family had to fence the property, using jam tree posts, build a house and clear
the land before they could till the land for cropping. It wdshanual, back breaking
work, subsistence agriculture in the main, with cash being obtained from grain crops and
livestock sales. It is interesting to note that moulds were made, to manufacture mud
bricks on site. Once they were sufficiently dry enouglietbove from the mould, they
were sun cured, ready for the construction phase. Cash was at a premium in these
pioneering days. Much of the materials in the house construction, like mud bricks,
roofing timber and grass tree (blackboy) rushes were procurethioufactured by the
family and even built on site by themselves. The resultant house would have been
Arougho by modern standards, but made homely
times, Jeremiah would have helped build family houses in ruranblel This prior
experience would have been a boon for this fledgling farming family.

Fencing the property was a priority. Log fences were first used around the farm
peri meter. Al so used was a system of fen
recognitionof Charles Harper (b 15.07.1842 Toodyay WA d 20.04.1912 Woodbridge,
Guildford), a Beverley farmer, who first used this method. This consisted of (jam) rails
laid, one on top of the other, and held in place by two upright posts, bound at the top by
greenhde thongs, then at later times by a wire twitch. The intervals between the posts
were four foot six inches (1.370 metres) and the post holes were dug to a depth of 22
inches (0.560 metres). It was very time consuming work but it had the advantage of being
cheap in terms of capital outlay. The raw material, jam trees were harvested from the
cleared land and the greenhide from the slaughtered cattle reared to support the family.
The stockyards adjacent to the dwHalpdri ngs at

fencing system, up until t he 19606 s, when
accompanying photograph of Marie (O6Driscoll
of Jeremiah), at fAShamrock Villao, theecl i ni n¢

early fencing methods usadound the stockyards and barn.

Logs and remnant vegetation were cleared and stacked in rows, as a type of
barricade, to stop stock from straying. It was a cheap type of fencing and a good
repository for the cleared timber.N&n a decision to construct a more permanent fence
was made, then this combustible barricade was simply burnt, to make way for other
fencing systems.

A Crown Grant, for the land, was issued on completion ohtmeinated
improvements and payment of the prescribed leasing fees. This gave them freehold title
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to the | and. During Jeremiahoés (Snr) tenure,
The original hol di ng, even etoo taddahyo,ugihs irte fwe
of ficially called AShamrock Villao. 1t was o
AShamrockvill eo

One of t he Land Department 6s document s
application by Jeremiah in 1878, for a 60 acre virgin block, on thth ssast of the
original holding.

Patick O Dviscndl Taken in Perth

Patrick O6Driscol/l

Marie Theresa (O6Driscoll) Sherri
AShamrock Vill a®28Gr assValley W.A

Marie O'Driscoll at Shamrockville
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Northam Sept 131878

The Land Surveyor Office Perth.
Sir,

| wish to take up the piece of land | have endeavoured toonfsipout.

It lies (sic) on thesouth east of my present lease @4 Avon Location. There is
a block of about 60 acres, not taken up, f

(and)joining Carter (Road) on one side & my own lingh®2 New surveyed road.

Please let me know if | can have the land on a lease as that is all the unoccupied
land there is near mine and | am poor & do not wish to lose that bit. Please
let me know what the renill be yearly so | can remit the half yearly rent at once.

| remain,
Your humble servant

Jeremiah Driscoll
Address
Jeremiah Drisoll

Seabrook Nr Northam

Battye Library Accession: SDUR D4 371

Farming life
Exactly to the day i n 1h8&®enarytohdereniah,Dr i s c o |
Cather ne and Ti mot hydés ar r iedtohofl4l08.E691 Nort ham A
devoted an article to the celebrations. 1t ¢

can, an axe and plenty of courage. The first few bushels of wheat, produced on
AShamVYiolclkad were made into bread. I n good ol
crop was fermented into be@robablya porter oistout) in keeping with his brewing

background. The homestead was a mud brick house of two very large rooms, but with

only onedoorway leading to the outside. There was no sawn timber in the constructed

house, mainly bush timber. The rafters were construftégimleto and touched up

using a broad axe to make the sides flat. Gimlateucalypt with a smooth reddish

brown almog copper coloured bark, sometimes with multiple trugksying up to 18

metres (60 feetin height, crowned at the top with deep green leaves. Selected for its

uniform slendemjirth size, its hardness and durability, it was easy for bush carpenters to
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shge it in the absence of mechanical milling equipmést.
fAchilles Heelo was that it wasusceptibléo termite attack.
Usinggimletfor rafters, well abovéheground, reduced this risk |
of white ant infestationThe housdad a muar clay floor, which =
wasintermittently wateredo keep the dust down. Watering als¢
had the effect of bringing the clay to the surface, creating a ha
concretelike shiny crust which made brooming easiéne roof
was thatcheavith blackboy rushe&he quills of the so cad
Grass Treé Xanthorrhoed&reissii) as a means of
weatherproofing the dwellind.ater on a galvanized iron roof, .
fixed down with lead headed spring nails, replaced the thatch
roof. It had a internalfire place, but no oven, so cooking was |
done on a outsiddfire, using camp oven3he camp oven was
usually placed on the coals of a firéth theremnant coal base
shoveled over theides andlid. Meals were mostly grilled, fried or pot roasted. Pot
roasting was an arll of its own, as a camp oveaquired a high degree of cooking skill.
The cooking utensils and methods in Ireland and Australia were almost identical.

i (O
&% e

Australian Grass Trele Xanthorrhoea Preissii with its head of uiIIs

The dwelling had two large rooms, interconnectedignso accommodate the
parents and five childreithis buildingwasorientated nortfsouth as was Jeremiah

Juni

or 6 s

ater

h ous e. 50meteesodhe eagtj dovenhillfrdnwve | | i ng

the second building, and offset to the north of ite ©uthern side gable roofline was
extended past the building proper, as a verandah shelter. This verandah was propped up
with bush poles. The entrance to the house was under this verandah, with the doorway
located centrallyThe southern entrance was prolyadimistake and a throwback to their

Irish customslt was probably the worst quarter for light and the weathehe northern
hemisphere houses usually have their entrances facing south to maximize the light. The

reverse is true for the southern hemesghwhere a northern aspect is preferidus
anomaly was corrected with the construction of the second hbaitseewestof the
house close bywas a smalsulky (horse drawn spring casfed, withthe operside
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facingsouth A small fig tree grew néxo thesulky shedThe stablesinda 100 foot by
30 footbarnwere situate@djacent tahe stockyardsand south of the houseijth the
opening towards the ea3ie northern section of the barn was enclosed andassed
living quarters from time to timédt is evident that the two roomed origirddellingwas
too small to accommodate everyone in the household. The overflow probably gravitated
to the barn.The house had no formal kitchen, meaning food was preparédte
verandaland stored isideinanme at s af e or aNdedessaddsgyathatli e Saf e
no running water and lighting was by lamp or candle. It would have been cramiied
privacy at a premium; gpical pioneerset up not for the faint of heaudr self conscious

Jeremiah (Snr) livedt the original house until his death in 1911. At a later time
Hughie Connole, the farm foreman occupied the house. In 1928 the family purchased
AHor s eEvetyohelwd t h t he excepti ondeafemfawni Nt NnO®Br i
moved to the newly acqud farm.lIt is not known when these houses were finally
vacated. Hughie Connole was probably the last resident of the original house and he
probably vacatedmd94 hod.heBy attlee 19BFEHES /N0 S
dwelling, barring the loe fig tree and theulky shed

At some point i n ti me, p&rehousd @@Diahi scol |
Jnrds house) at AShamrock Villao, and |ived
sisterin-law, Nelland their family.

Life for the women bthe household was very tough. Each day Catherine would
rise at four in the morning and trudge several miles through virgin bushland back to her
old stamping ground at Boramin well, carrying two, two gallon buckets, slung over one
shoulder to collect thdaily ration.

Every Saturday Catherine and Jeremiah would walk 16 or 17 miles (27 Km) to
York. The weekly trip probably served many purposes. It gave the couple the opportunity
to carry produce (or skins) etc. to York to sell or trade. On Saturday thdy worchase
their weekly stores. That night they could indulge in a little socializing, attend Sunday
morning Mass and then haul the stores back home and relieve their oldest son Timothy of
his baby sitting duties.

They knew where to cross the Mortlockv/Bi and just how much they could carry
home. Folklore also tells us that on another occasion, Jeremiah and 14 year old Timothy
wal ked via Yor k, -watHolRe(hha bakes), Maleobany, Creekasahdf
Greenmount, on route to Guildford (an easterpast of Perth). It was a round trip of
over 180 Km. It took 2 days by foot to reach Guildford, and 3 days to return home,
carrying 100 Ib and 25 Ib (45 Kg and 11 Kg) of flour respectively.

Folklore also tells us that the local aboriginal tribe (Noongamjracted measles
and were consumed with fever. In order to cool off they decided to bathe in the
Muchakine Gully creek. The shock from immersion and the lack of immunity from this
introduced disease, resulted in the death of many of them. It is apbeatettet
aborigines were still nomadic at the outbreak of this disease and vast tracts of virgin bush
still existed on the southern side of Boundary Road / New Line Road (Carter Road),
opposite their AShamrock Vil | ldAsowasthel di ng and
second measles outbreak in Western Australia, the first being in 1841. This epidemic
probably occurred in 1883, rapidly spreading from colonist to the indigenous population,
with dire consequences for the latter.
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Bernard OO6Driscol/l

Bemand O'Drsscoll

Mari e O6Driscoll on her toy scooter (1927) s
the backgroundNote the addition of galvanized iron sheeting protecting the western

wall, the large mud bricks at the front of the house, 4 bush poles supportingnthe f

verandah and the centrally located doorwagilAouetteof a white gum tree appears in

the top right hand corner, which is sthlere in the adjacent Sermon property.
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Left to right: C 1937 afiHorseHillo f ar m

Hughi e Connbiliesc &Kleivj nB®OHnarbisc@ld Dri scol |
John McBreemMoore(cousinRob bi e O6Driscoll, Tom OO

Seated: Emily O6Driscoll

Several newspaper references to Jeremiah and Catherine have survived. On the
14" day of September 1887, Governor Bramannounced the creation of a Royal
Commission into the state of agriculture in Western Australia. The results of the inquiry
were published and tabled in Parliament in 1891. It took several years for information
gathered at the Commission to be publisinetthe press. Appointed to the Agriculture
Commission were Messrs. Henry Whittall Venn, Edmund Ralph Brockman, Alexander
Robert Richardson, all of whom were members of the Western Australian Parliament
(Member of the Legislative CounégilM L C ) tegethemwith John Henry Monger and
Walter Padbury.

It is interesting to note that Edmund Ralph Brockman was one of the
Commissioners at the inquiry. He of course spatsderemiah and Catherinas
assisted migrantsp come from Ireland to Western Australiaisitherefore not
surprising that two old identities, Jeremiah Driscoll and William Sermon were summons
to give evidence at these Commission hearings.

Brockman appears to be a vexatious character with legal altercations, in the
Supreme Court, with sevenma¢ighbours including William Sermon and then William
Haddrill of Herne Hill. Sheep stealing charges and trespass and fence damage charges
were lost on both occasignespectivelyoy Edmund Ralph Brockmait.is to William
Ser mon ds hecomddctetiimselfhwaht such constraint with a man like
Brockman. The Supreme Court action would have been devastating to an ex convict with
severe ramificationdy ad Br oc k man 6 s a clthadithe potebtialéonmuins uc c e s s
William Sermon.

The Northam heanigs were conducted on®6f November 1887, as reported by
the Western Maihewspaper on Saturday™af November 1887. Jeremiaras
described as a successful farmer.
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Years later an article was published, shedding some light into the workings of this
Commission.

AThe West Australiano
Tuesday 18' of February 1909, page 6
An Ancient Agriculture Commission
Wisdom, Folly and Humour

fiéMr . Sermon said he woul Gdrodsi idhre e sel
the lowest price it would pay me,andlreck my | and i s better than
growing wheato. Asked what would be the resu
farmers would be out of pocket. His experiences with ensilage are quaintly reported.
ALast year | ma d e ut bBke plaot of dund, bui wthenaha ecbwsiahd ¢ a me o
pigs began to get the taste of 1t 1 0m bother

would answer very well if you went the right way about it. My cows used to leave their
cracked wheatandgotothebls ed st uf f éSome of my neighbour
say muc h Waa awealth of tncoascious humour lurks in that last sentence.

Mr. J Driscoll who described himself as a cockatoo farmer, must have given the
Commission trouble to maintain aayity becoming the dignity of the occasion. At the
request of the Commission he gave his experience in farming.

A We | | Sir, I ¢ ame aXOdcred titageledse.d stamteddipomh 0 0 k U p
that without as much as would go in your eye, but by mylalvaur entirely, working
|l ate and early from 4 o6éclock in the morning

have 600 acres of my own. | have my two horses, a-api&pan new cart, my little

flock of sheep, and | owe no man anythihfywas50 paiunds in debt | would go mad. If |

had a little assistance to get a grubbing machine, onniefofo s e 6 f dnsteas¢fadevi | s 6
man clearing 19 acres he would clear 20 or 25 acres per year. But a poor man cannot

get these things, pammtndownaHedsshe lowesdfth&k eeps t he

country, but he is kept down for waadt of mon
AAb&®WIf | had my way | woul dnoétthadwamagk i t her goa
wi || have themo

The Commission then askkim if there was money to be lent at 6%, would he
mortgage his land and borrow a hundredtao.

Mr. Jeremiah Driscoll said he would never
money and thbookingsystem of this country that is keeping the poor man dden.
could sell wheat at 4s, 1 f only |1 had the pr

He was asked if he thought other farmers could pay for the accommodation of
borrowed money.

AThe Lord knowso said he; fAFrdiaggingne year 0
thebullbyt he tail 60

AAt any rateodo said the Chairman of the Co
badly without borrowing. o

ANo, thank Godo was the reply, nif coul

Whet her Mr . Driscoll eventualnbtysngtot hi s o
revealed by the repor.o
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Jeremi ahdéds obvious mischievous sense of h
Commissionor the reporter.

Othernewspaper referensé&om this timehave come to light.
NRThe West Australiano
Monday 17" October 1887 page 3

Tender Accepted
JeremialDr i scol | 6s tender to clear one and a
according to specifications at 1s 6d per chain.
This is evidence that the family took on outside work to supplement the farm cash

flow.

The AWestern Mail o
Saturday?24™ of December 1887

Northam Road Board
Accounts Paid
Jeremiah Driscoll 5 Pounds 8 Shillings, being for clearinth@insat 1 Shilling
6 Pence per chain.

fiThe West Australiano
Friday 7" August 1891 page 2

Northam Road Board
A letter from JeremiaBriscoll was read, requesting permission to install gates
on the terminus of Boramin Road (at Boundary Rd / Carter Rd) to the south of his
property and on the north end of his propert
was granted.

These gatewayand gates still exist todagbviously the access track used to gain
entry to AShamrock Villao had been formerly
Boramin Road. It required permission to place gates on a public road. This submission
formalized this amngement, and allowed public access to corthecextension of
BoraminRoad to Boundary road, whiett a later time wasenamed Carter Road.

ifiThe West Australiano
Saturday 2° of January 1892 page 2

To the editor
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Jeremiah signed a petition, along Wit other signatories, petitioning the
government to have the proposed Yilgafalfoorlie) rail line pass through Northam,
and by inference, Grass Valley, in lieu of through York.

Thep e t i t wigshes everegsantednd the rail line passes Grass Vialmits
way to theKalgoorlie Goldfields andinks to Adelaide and the other Eastern State
Capitals.
fiWestern Mail Saturday 24.11.1960
Telegram from the Mayor of Northam
AThe Minister of Lands received a telegra
Northam Mr. Lionel Throssell) in reference to a fire. The Mayor, in his communication,
stated that the greatest fire ever known in the Eastern Districts was then raging. It had
sweptacross the Muresk Estate, the property of Mr. Andrew Dempster, thence to the
Sealook Estate, thence across the main York Road, and across the Salt River, burning
some of the Seabrook paddocks en route, and destroying eighty tons of 689 and
bushels of wheat, together with 25 tons of hay in another field, the property of Mr. A
Martin. The fire, at the time the telegram was lodged at Northatha.m. on Tuesday

was raging round Messrs. Driscoll s and Sern
entertained as to whether the adjoining farms could be saved. The people were turning
outinlage numbers, and every effort was being m

This must have been a tense and frightening time for Jeremiah and Catherine. The
efforts to bettethemselvesn this far flung country may have been made in vain, if the
fire had akstroyed his house, improvements, livestock, hay, wheat and pdstere.are
no other reportsf destruction. We know that the major assets of house, barns and
fencing survived the inferno. However the experience would have been unsettling, even
for themost seasoned farmers. Not to dramatize it too much, but it would have been truly
backsto-t he wall , to fight for oneds survival

Jeremiah actively far med n(Semiretingiok Vil |l ao
1907, andvas reputed to be a very stram@n in his younger days. He could lift great
weights of wheat or machinery. He was tall, over ent fvery erect and of a pleasant
dispositonJ er emi ah handed over fAShamrock Villao t
1907. AOl d Jer r y inedanghe briginalndavedlingcaad hédgewdth thee ma
farming operations until his death in 1911.

Catherine was a small lady, similar to Jeremiah in that she was unafraid of hard
work. Besides housework, domestic duties and rearofgh®r ownchildren andtwo
adoptedMcClymans youngstershe also helped Jeremiah in her spare time. Catherine
could use a hand scythe very well, cutting the green crop, gathering it into handles
then stacking it in large heaps for later feed out

The next generation

Timothy DriscollO 6 D r i as lsas beén previously stated was born in
Skibbereen, County Cork, IrelantHe was the last Irish born child. Patrick Ti mot hy 6 s
younger brothewas born at the storeeh e p hcetragk @lsve the Boramin well.
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Jer emi ah 6 sindentueeghip @/as gust abgut to finish at this time. Mary,
Catherine (Jnr) and Jer emi ahon(he Nuchakineer e al |
Gully. The timing of these childregivesus a good indication of the transition from the
shepherding life, tthat of the fledgling farmem he two roomed house had been

constructed by thertie Mary was born on 31. 07.1873.

Children of Jeremiah and Catherine

1) Timothy DriscollO6 Dr | s c ol b22.11.1868 Skibbereen Co Cork Ireland
m 21.09.1909 Ndham WA Mary Egan
d 28.09.1928 Northam WA
2) Patrick OO0Dr i s cwl7.06.1871 Boramin (Seabrook) WA
m 04.02.1902 Northam WMary Morris
d 14.07.1957 Northam WA
3) Mary OO6Driscol | b31.07.1873 Muchakine Gully WA
d 01.10.1884Northam WA
4) Catherine OO6Dr i b24®3.1876 Muchakine Gully WA
m 28.06.1899 Shamrock Villa WA
Richard Sermon
d 19.11.1941 Northam WA
55Jeremi ah O6Dr i s c ob10.06.1879 Muchakine Gully WA
m 01.05.1907 Nortim WA
Emily McBreen
d 07.02.1926 Northam WA
6) Stillborn unnamed female b 16.02.1882 Muchakin&ully WA

Cillin burials

The stillborn birth of the sixth child would have been another emotional setback
for the familyalong with the premature death of Mary in 1884. Mary was buried in
Nort hamdés Pioneer Cemetery, whereas the stil
Villao. No death or buri al record exists. Th
in the hearts of the grieving family.
Part of the ancient Irish cultural practice, through medieval times, to very recent
history, was the custom of burying stillborn unchristened children in an area called a
cillin (KeekLEEN) . Ci | | i n 6 s \sitegokoldimediezateactbsed n t h e
settlements, around the ruins of old churchyards, beside rivers or on the boundaries of
adjoining townlands, on unconsecrated laFfte Catholic Church disallowed the burial
of unchristenecthildrenon consecrated ground.
The closest cillin to Poundlick and Ti mot
of the townlands of Curravally (An Corrbhailea noticeable town or a walled fayiend
Boolybane (An Bhuaile Bhgnmeaningvhite booley oa mountain dairy.
AccordingtoPWJoyceds #Alrish Names and Pl aceso
booley (Bhuaile) was not confined to the mountainous country; for in some parts of
Ireland it was applied to any place where cattle were fed or milked, or which was set
apart f or d adsunymit pf Boolgbarse esedto a h&ight of 518 feet (158
metres) hardly mountainous, rather a panoramic view overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, in
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the immediate vicinity of Lough Hyne. Bane (Bhan) is the term for white. Together it
transl ateslighiThel whired) ( mil king shed or peé

e — -

Drombeg Druiddés Al tar about 15 KM east of ¢
The presence of Cillinbdbs, Ancient Burial Groc
Burials, Megalithic Tombs, Fulacht Fiadi&yllaun Stones, Castles, Lios and Ring Forts,
to name a few, are prolific in this part of West Cork. The area is an archaeological
treasure trove of the old world, preserved no doubt by the practice of superstition and
piseog which is explained later imig text.

Cillindés of ondghetownt&amnddordsybesideh resetwhich wasthe
watershed between two hillsll symboli of the spiritual state of limbo.

The cillin at Lettertinlish was located within the townland boundary and was
probablythe site of a medieval settlement.

It appears that the practice was continued in the new colonies, not only with Jeremiah and
Catherine, but with Johannah and her five children that died in infancy.

Catherine and Jer emi ah 0 sestillaositandovesi | d was a
probably buried in close proximity to their house on Muchakine Gully. No cillin has been
discovered for this child and no recorded burial in either York or Northam.

Edward OO6Driscoll (the authotiadbs br ot he
remains of Johannahoés cillin. A small circle
Well on the south side of Boramin Road. The cillin is on the east bank of the Boramin
Creek, no more than 100 metres from the road, beside a river as was thestish,
located in such a way as to escape the path of the plough. It looks like stone pickers have
unloaded their dray or truck loads of paddock stones onto the cillin, unaware of the
significance of the burial site, and partially covering the circlmé&iions. Presumably
the cillin would have contained the remains of the children as well as the father, James
McClymans, whose death and burial was not registered at the time of his death in 1880.

Johannah was in no financial position to organize an expehsieral service for
her husband or her many children who died in childhood. Upon the death of her husband,
the use of the shepherdbs cottage was obvi ou
temporary shelter at # Shoaseholdaf ker sédondl ao, and |
husband Obediah Edom Hitchcock. It was a high price to pay for security; she heart
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wrenchingly had to forfeited access to her children by placing the older two into
orphanages

In keeping with Irish and family tradition, the Irislaming pattern was strictly

adhered to in the first generation of (Il rish

reciting the childrends grandparent and pare
In the later years Jeremiah and Catherine lived apart, Jeremiahisigaungest

sonbs place (Jeremiah Jnr), still at the ori

Catherine lived with her now married daughter andiadaw, Catherine and Richard

Cornelius Sermon, at ATank Far mo

Left to right: KevinO 6 3coll born22. 08. 1910Northam
Tom OO& DbornG5.@00H1BA8Northam

Jeremiah (Jnr) ©atDhrarsicmd | (O6Dri scol ) &
My Grandfather

Rerwnssk O sl




